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“We promote spirited think-
ing, responsible citizenship 
and lifelong learning.”

The ‘Principle’ Corner - A monthly report on school 
changes and academic updates by Principal Kimberly Kludt

Nearly nine months ago, I joined the Dell Rapids School District. I have to admit I 
didn’t quite know what to expect, and the reality of everything that has happened so 
far this year has exceeded anything I could have imagined.  I have joined a team of 
dedicated professionals and gotten to know a wonderfully unique group of students.
 
   The students and staff at Dell Rapids have achieved a number of honors and 
awards this school year.  Athletes and coaches worked hard to achieve personal 
and team goals… many teams even brought home state tournament trophies.  Stu-
dents participating in co-curricular activities; choir, band, FCCLA, FFA, Quiz Bowl, 
Oral Interp, Drama, One Act Play, SkillsUSA, and Physics Bowl, earned local, dis-
trict, region, and state awards. And last but certainly not least, students in every 
classroom learned new knowledge and perfected skills which will drive them on to 
a more successful future.  I’m sure everyone would agree we had a fantastic year!

   Even though this school year was a memorable one, I am looking forward to new 
opportunities for our students during the 2012-2013 school year.  First of all, DRHS 
musicians are looking forward to actually receiving course credit for their work in Jazz 
Band.  Providing credit for their hard work will lend a new level of significance to this 
effort… and will require a greater level of commitment.  I know how excited our stu-
dents are to have this opportunity, and I’m equally as confident the community will con-
tinue to enjoy their performances.  For our technically minded students, we are eager 
to provide a Broadcast Technology course.  Students will explore the art of webcasting, 
create public service announcements, and create and edit videos for real-world audi-
ences.  Mr. Krumm is busy preparing the curriculum and resources our students will 
use as they experience the world of broadcast journalism.  In addition to these two new 
course offerings, teachers are working all summer long to prepare rigorous and relevant 
lessons for our students to drive them on to 21st Century success.  Simply put, stu-
dents, parents, and community members can look forward to another great school year.  

   One last note… I would like to personally congratulate the senior class as they gradu-
ate from Dell Rapids High School.  I’m confident you will always remember the mem-
ories and the friendships you have made.  I’m equally confident you have the tools 
necessary to both set lofty goals and to achieve them.  The senior class chose as their 
motto, “Some people wish it would happen, some people want it to happen, others 
make it happen.”  I would only add to this motto that I hope each one of you strive 
to make the “it” you speak of in this motto something of worth… something to be 
proud of.  Set your goals high!  As Michelangelo said, “The greater danger for most 
of us lies not in setting our aim too high and falling short, but in setting our aim too 
low, and achieving our mark.”  Set your aim high and work to achieve every goal!
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MEETINGS
The Board of Education meetings are 
held on the second Monday of the 
month. BOE meetings begin at 7 p.m. 
and are held in the Distance Learning 
Room at the High School. Agendas can 
be obtained from the Superintendent’s 
office on the Friday before any meeting. 
The Dell Rapids Tribune publishes the 
minutes of each regular and special 
meeting. Agendas and minutes are also 
posted on the school website.
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  A school board election was held April 10, 2012 to elect 
two school board members for three-year terms.  Elect-
ed were Troy Randall, incumbent, and Steve Stofferahn.  
 Steve Stofferahn will take office in July 2012 and 
will replace Brian Davis, who did not seek re-election.  
          Voter turn-out for this election was 14%.  Vote totals were:  Troy Randall – 
276;  Glen Kruger – 215;  Amanda Downs – 175;  and Steve Stofferahn – 288.

2012 School Board Election Results

Mark Your Calender!!
**Post Prom Parents - Final wrap-up meeting will be held on 
                                       Sunday, May 6, 2012 at 6:30 P.M. at Old 77
                                      **Both current sophomore and junior
                                        parents are invited to this meeting
**Senior Track Parents - Senior recognition night is set for Monday,
                                            May 7, 2012 at 6:00 P.M. at the track
**Senior Golf Parents - Senior recognition night is set for Monday, 
                                         May 7, 2012 at 6:00 P.M. at the track
**National Honor Society Banquet - 
                                        Tuesday, May 8 at the Lutheran Church at 
                                        6:30 P.M.
**End of School - Seniors last day is Wednesday, May 9, 2012
                               Seniors graduation practice - Thursday, May 10, 
                               2012 at 9:00 A.M. in the high school gym.
                               Freshman-Juniors dismissed Friday, May 11, 2012 
                               at 1:00 P.M.
**Graduation Day - Saturday, May 12 at 2:00 P.M. in the high 
                                    school gym.

Mark Your Calender!!  -
Future Fall school dates to remember!!

**Registration Dates for fall classes - 
              Thursday, August 2, 2012 
                        **Seniors at 9:00 A.M. - 12:00 P.M.
                        **Juniors at 1:00 P.M. - 4:00 P.M.

               Friday, August 3, 2012
                        **Sophomores at 9:00 A.M. - 12:00 P.M.
                        **Freshman at 1:00 P.M. - 4:00 P.M.
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   As March rolled to an end, the Dell Rap-
ids High School staff selected another de-
serving student for Quarrier of the Month. 
The student selected was Chad Munk.
   Munk is known in the school not only as 

a hard worker in his athletics but in 
his excellence in academics as well.
   Munk has been involved in many 
sports throughout high school. He 
was part of the football team for 
all four years including the back to 
state championship team. His senior 
year saw rewards in being a captain, 
being named an All-State Center, a 
Big Sioux Conference nomination 
and being named most valuable line-
man of the season for the Quarriers. 
Munk was also named to the Aca-
demic All-State football team for 
his good standings in the classroom. 
   He has also been a member of 
the wrestling team all four years 
and was a state participant his ju-
�Q�L�R�U�� �D�Q�G�� �V�H�Q�L�R�U�� �\�H�D�U�V���� �0�X�Q�N�� �¿�Q-
ished his wrestling career with an 
eighth place medal. He is also a 
part of the middle distance pro-
gram on the track team participat-
ing his freshman and sophomore 
years and currently his senior year.
   “As an athlete, Chad wants to 

do very well, he works very hard 
and is a great teammate. Chad 
was an excellent choice for Quar-
rier of the Month. He is an all 
around nice kid who respects ev-
eryone. He is a responsible student 
in the classroom and works hard 
for his achievements,” said DRHS 
wrestling coach Craig Jorgensen.
   Munk has been involved in the Art 
Club his junior and senior years and 
is a student mentor in the Peer Helper 
program. He has been on the Honor 
Roll all four years of high school and 
was inducted into the National Honor 
Society his Junior year and remains a 
current member. Currently, Munk also 
serves as the senior class president.
   “It is a special feeling to be selected 
as Quarrier of the Month,” Munk said.
   Munk’s future plans include attend-
ing South Dakota State University in 
Brookings, S.D. this fall and he will 
be studying in the area of Physics.
   Chad Munk is the son of Ste-
ven Munk and Connie Munk.

   Recently, two students at Dell Rap-
ids High School were chosen to par-
ticipate in a once in a lifetime experi-
ence. Soon to be juniors Lexi Snyder 
and Ben Hinricher were selected 
to attend the South Dakota Space 
Grant Consortium Honors Program. 
   Dell Rapids Science teacher Jeanne 
Ludens referred both students to 
the program after receiving an e-
mail with information regarding the 
agenda. “I thought it would be a 
great experience for both of them 
because they both seem to be very 
interested in science,” said Ludens. 
Attending this camp is a huge hon-
or for both students since only nine 
boys and nine girls were select-
ed to attend throughout the state.
   Ludens said “I think it’s very out-
standing that a boy and a girl from 
our school were chosen to attend. 
I’m very excited to hear about their 
experience.”  In order to be selected 

to attend this program, students must 
be juniors or seniors in high school 
in the fall of 2012, be a South Da-
kota resident and be a U.S. citizen.
   The SDSGC Honors program 
will be held from July 29-August 
10, 2012. It is a pre-college experi-
ence for coed students interested 
in pursuing STEM related careers. 
Students will learn about space, 
earth science, engineering, phys-
ics and mathmatics while keeping 
a college-like schedule. In addi-
tion students will learn about what 
college life is like, gaining knowl-
edge about study skills, test taking 
and balancing work and social life.
   “I’m really excited to attend the 
program this summer,” said Hin-
richer. “It sounds very interest-
ing and I’m excited to be able to 
learn more about science and meet 
some new friends all the while.”
Congratulations to both Lexi and Ben 
on their outstanding achievement!

DRHS students to 
attend SDSGC 
Honors camp

Munk named March 
Quarrier of the Month  

Chad Munk

2011-12 Sophomores Ben Hinricher and 
Lexi Snyder prepare for their science honor.




























